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I express my gratitude to the Jane C. Waldbaum Archaeological Field School Scholarship 

fund.  With the generous support offered through the Archaeological Institute of America, I was 

able to participate in the Mochlos Archaeological Project from June 5th to August 12th under the 

direction of Jeffrey Soles from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 

 

The site at Mochlos is located just east of the Bay of Mirabello in eastern Crete and incorporates 

a number of related sites on the island of Mochlos and its adjacent coastal plain.  Richard Seager 

began excavations in the 1900s and is credited with revealing the western side of the island and 

revealing the Prepalatial cemetery at the site.  These initial excavations produced major finds that 

included treasure hordes of gold jewelry, seals, and stone vases.  After a period of inactivity, 

excavations began again in the 1950s under the direction of Nicholas Platon, in the 1970s by 

Davaras, and in the 1980s by N. Papadakis, until the most recent series of excavations led by 

Jeffrey Soles began in 1989.  Over this time, archaeologists have isolated well-stratified remains 

indicating occupation during the Bronze Age, Late Hellenistic, and Byzantine periods.  Given the 

long history of excavations at the site and multiple periods represented within the material, the 

goals of each season have developed and transformed over time.  The most recent of these, and 

those governing this past season, center on the completion of a previous Mochlos volume and 

preparations for an upcoming publication, Mochlos V, the Ceremonial Complex in the 

Neopalatial Town, which each give precedence to Minoan material.  In working towards these 

goals, the team was responsible for sorting Minoan pottery, cataloguing finds, and cleaning 

previously excavated areas. 

 

My interest in participating in the Mochlos Project is rooted in my research in ancient 

Mediterranean art and architecture.  As I pursue my Master’s degree in Art History at Indiana 

University, Bloomington, my work has focused on the reconstruction of ancient cultures through 

the examination of material and archaeological evidence.  It is my firm belief that a thorough 



knowledge and experience in archaeological practice is integral to an interdisciplinary approach 

to studying art objects from antiquity. 

 

Owing to the length of the project, extending a full ten weeks from June through August, and its 

classification as a study season, the Mochlos Archaeological Project offered an extensive array 

of learning experiences and research opportunities for a budding Art Historian seeking a 

foundation in archaeological practice.  I began the summer working under the direction of a PhD 

student sorting pottery from previous years of excavation.  Before handling and classifying the 

sherds themselves, we familiarized ourselves with the shapes we would encounter through 

drawing exercises.  This method allowed us to distinguish the nuanced differences between many 

cup and bowl profiles as well as the distribution of forms and decoration throughout different 

periods.  Heading into the stoa to try our hand at classification, we learned to identify specific 

fabric types and how this characteristic could help us ascertain the shape of the more complete 

object as well as its function.  The process always began with separating the sherds into two 

groups: fine ware and coarse ware.  From there we could then identify specific fabrics, 

decoration, and vessel types with the hope of finding joins.  While a tedious task, I learned first-

hand that even the smallest of fragments can help archaeologists establish the proper dating of a 

structure given the fragment’s stratigraphic location.  Mochlos, in particular, also uses the 

information obtained through pottery sorting to create sophisticated statistics that allow the team 

to see larger trends within the material at the site.  After a few weeks sorting tables, I was chosen 

to assist Mochlos’ resident pottery expert, Jerolyn Morrison, with cataloguing material for an 

upcoming publication. This new task allowed me to further apply the skills I obtained sorting 

sherds in the stoa. 

 

Grateful to have been promoted to work in the cool shade of the graffeio (our interior work 

space), I worked hard pulling over 2,000 objects from Mochlos’ inventory.  Such a task required 

that I quickly develop an intimate knowledge of database management and inventory 

procedures. Never underestimate the time-saving power of good organization! Fortunately, I was 

able to process the objects in manageable groups based on vessel type.  After finding the 

necessary vessels, I laid them out to be properly catalogued and photographed before returning 

them once again into the inventory.  Overall, this process took a period of seven weeks to 



complete.  Working so closely with such a vast array of material, moving systematically from 

one vessel type to the next, harnessed my ability to distinguish nuances in surface decoration, 

vessel production techniques, fabric type, and profile.  As a student in Art History, such hands-

on experience working directly with conserved objects was an indispensable training 

opportunity.  I was taught to assign Munsell colors, properly measure objects, take capacities, 

and write succinct catalogue entries working under the direction and supervision of Jerolyn 

Morrison. 

 

While the majority of my time was spent working on cataloguing finds at the INSTAP Study 

Center of East Crete, I was afforded the opportunity to work onsite for a week.  While the season 

was primarily devoted to study, Jeffrey Soles was able to obtain a permit to remove a dump 

created by Mochlos’ first archaeologist, Richard Seager.  During my time onsite I was trained in 

basic archaeological practice, the proper handling and use of tools, safety procedures, identifying 

structures, and site preservation.  With time, we were able to uncover a structure beneath 

Seager’s dump and identify walls and features within the space.  I was also able to spend some 

time shadowing the onsite conservation crew and clean previously uncovered structures on the 

island.   

 

We certainly worked hard on site and at the study center to reach the goals we set for ourselves 

this season, but made sure to incorporate fun experiences as well.  Our weekends were spent 

visiting multiple archaeological sites in the region and throughout Crete, swimming around the 

island that makes up our archaeological site, and attending lectures organized by the staff at the 

study center.  Each of these experiences deepened our connection to the sites on Crete and 

developed a cohesive knowledge of Cretan history and archaeology.  

 

The nature of the Mochlos Archaeological Project, combining both a study season with 

opportunities to work onsite, provided a unique opportunity to familiarize myself with the 

breadth of archaeological practice and methodology from discovery to study and ultimately 

publication.  Through my time working with the team at Mochlos I acquired invaluable 

knowledge in archaeological research methods and excavation practice that I will be able to 

incorporate into my own developing research methodologies as a student interested in an 



interdisciplinary approach to Art History.  I am indebted to the Mochlos team and staff at the 

INSTAP Study Center of East Crete for their kindness, guidance, and endless support during my 

short tenure with their teams and send my sincerest gratitude to the Director of the Mochlos 

Archaeological Project, Jeffery Soles, and the Jane C. Waldbaum Scholarship fund for their 

profound impact on my growth as a developing Art Historian. 

 

Please enjoy images from my archaeological adventure below!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Map of Crete taken from Google Maps showing the location of Mochlos with the red pinpoint 

 

 
View of the archaeological site of Mochlos from the shore of the coastal village. 



 
Working to organize and catalogue pottery objects pulled from inventory in preparation for an 

upcoming publication.  This is our graffeio! 
 

 
Photographing and documenting objects in preparation for cataloguing. 

 



 
Cleaning a structure under the direction and supervision of the onsite conservation team. 

 
Sharing some love with Mochlos’ onsite work companion, Roxy, during a break on the island. 



 
Looking towards the north coast of Crete from the highest point of the Monastiraki 

Archaeological Site next to the Ha Gorge during a weekend excursion with the Mochlos team. 
 
 

 
The majority of the Mochlos team at the INSTAP Study Center of East Crete.  

(I’m on the far right!) 
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